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amendment. In our system of govern-
ment, as Founder James Wilson once 
put it, the people are the masters of 
government. They alone have author-
ity to set rules for government. This 
choice must be theirs, not ours. 

Here is the heart of the matter. 
First, the national debt crisis poses a 
significant and growing threat to the 
economic and national security of this 
country. In fact, we have never been in 
such an extended, perilous period as we 
are right now. Second, Congress has 
tried and failed to address this crisis by 
either willpower or legislation and will 
actually do so only if the Constitution 
requires it. Third, the decision of 
whether to use the Constitution to re-
quire fiscal responsibility belongs to 
the American people, not to Congress. 

We can either take the responsibility 
we were elected for and propose a bal-
anced budget amendment or the Amer-
ican people may do it for us. I hope we 
have the guts to do what is right. Our 
very country is hanging in the balance. 
The rest of the world depends on the 
United States and the strong principles 
of the United States, and we need to do 
what is right. 

I think it is time for us to wake up 
and realize this is the Congress that 
can make the difference. After all 
these years of impropriety and exces-
sive spending, we can do it. We can live 
within certain constraints. It may take 
a period of time to wind this down, but 
we can do it. This amendment does pro-
vide for some ways of getting there. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 68—RAISING 
AWARENESS OF MODERN SLAV-
ERY 
Mr. CORKER (for himself and Mr. 

CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 68 

Whereas it is estimated that tens of mil-
lions of children, women, and men around 
the world are subjected to conditions of mod-
ern slavery; 

Whereas the International Labour Organi-
zation estimates that modern slavery gen-
erates more than $150,000,000,000 in criminal 
profits each year; 

Whereas, despite being outlawed in every 
nation, modern slavery exists around the 
world, including in the United States; 

Whereas, around the world, 55 percent of 
forced labor victims are women or girls, and 
nearly 1 in 5 victims of slavery is a child; 

Whereas global leadership continues to 
coalesce around real and coordinated actions 
to end modern slavery, as exemplified in 
statements by senior officials such as U.K. 
Prime Minister Theresa May, who has stat-
ed, ‘‘Britain is leading the way in pioneering 
international efforts to crack down on mod-
ern slavery—one of the great scourges of our 
world—wherever it is found.’’; 

Whereas, on December 23, 2016, the End 
Modern Slavery Initiative, a bipartisan ini-
tiative, was authorized to help establish a 
powerful effort in concert with the private 
sector and foreign governments to eliminate 
modern slavery and human trafficking 
around the globe; and 

Whereas, each year, individuals around the 
world join together to call for an end to mod-
ern slavery by symbolically drawing a red 
‘‘X’’ symbol on their hands to share the mes-
sage of the END IT movement: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends each individual who sup-

ported the END IT movement on February 
23, 2017; 

(2) notes the dedication of individuals, or-
ganizations, and governments to end modern 
slavery; and 

(3) calls for concerted, international action 
to bring an end to modern slavery around the 
world. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 69—CELE-
BRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. SCOTT, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. 
HARRIS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
CARPER, Mr. COONS, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. REED, Mr. WICKER, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. PAUL, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
BENNET, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. NELSON, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. UDALL, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. BURR, Mr. HELLER, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. SHELBY, 
Mr. STRANGE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. RUBIO, 
and Mr. MURPHY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 69 

Whereas in 1776, people envisioned the 
United States as a new nation dedicated to 
the proposition stated in the Declaration of 
Independence that ‘‘all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness . . .’’; 

Whereas Africans were first brought invol-
untarily to the shores of America as early as 
the 17th century; 

Whereas African Americans suffered en-
slavement and subsequently faced the injus-
tices of lynch mobs, segregation, and denial 
of the basic and fundamental rights of citi-
zenship; 

Whereas in 2017, the vestiges of those injus-
tices and inequalities remain evident in the 
society of the United States; 

Whereas in the face of injustices, people of 
good will and of all races in the United 
States have distinguished themselves with a 
commitment to the noble ideals on which 
the United States was founded and have 
fought courageously for the rights and free-
dom of African Americans and others; 

Whereas African Americans, such as Lieu-
tenant Colonel Allen Allensworth, Maya 
Angelou, Arthur Ashe Jr., James Baldwin, 
James Beckwourth, Clara Brown, Blanche 
Bruce, Ralph Bunche, Shirley Chisholm, Holt 
Collier, Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du 
Bois, Ralph Ellison, Medgar Evers, Alex 
Haley, Dorothy Height, Lena Horne, Charles 
Hamilton Houston, Mahalia Jackson, Steph-
anie Tubbs Jones, B.B. King, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Thurgood Marshall, Constance 
Baker Motley, Rosa Parks, Walter Payton, 

Bill Pickett, Homer Plessy, Bass Reeves, 
Hiram Revels, Amelia Platts Boynton Robin-
son, Jackie Robinson, Aaron Shirley, So-
journer Truth, Harriet Tubman, Booker T. 
Washington, the Greensboro Four, and the 
Tuskegee Airmen, along with many others, 
worked against racism to achieve success 
and to make significant contributions to the 
economic, educational, political, artistic, 
athletic, literary, scientific, and techno-
logical advancements of the United States; 

Whereas the contributions of African 
Americans from all walks of life throughout 
the history of the United States reflect the 
greatness of the United States; 

Whereas many African Americans lived, 
toiled, and died in obscurity, never achieving 
the recognition they deserved, and yet paved 
the way for future generations to succeed; 

Whereas African Americans continue to 
serve the United States at the highest levels 
of business, government, and the military; 

Whereas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln 
and Frederick Douglass inspired the creation 
of Negro History Week, the precursor to 
Black History Month; 

Whereas Negro History Week represented 
the culmination of the efforts of Dr. Carter 
G. Woodson, the ‘‘Father of Black History’’, 
to enhance knowledge of Black history 
through the Journal of Negro History, pub-
lished by the Association for the Study of 
African American Life and History, which 
was founded by Dr. Carter G. Woodson and 
Jesse E. Moorland; 

Whereas Black History Month, celebrated 
during the month of February, originated in 
1926 when Dr. Carter G. Woodson set aside a 
special period in February to recognize the 
heritage and achievement of Black people of 
the United States; 

Whereas Dr. Carter G. Woodson stated: 
‘‘We have a wonderful history behind us. . . . 
If you are unable to demonstrate to the 
world that you have this record, the world 
will say to you, ‘You are not worthy to enjoy 
the blessings of democracy or anything 
else.’ ’’; 

Whereas since the founding of the United 
States, the Nation has imperfectly pro-
gressed toward noble goals; 

Whereas the history of the United States is 
the story of people regularly affirming high 
ideals, striving to reach those ideals but 
often failing, and then struggling to come to 
terms with the disappointment of that fail-
ure, before committing to trying again; 

Whereas on November 4, 2008, the people of 
the United States elected Barack Obama, an 
African-American man, as President of the 
United States; and 

Whereas on February 22, 2012, people across 
the United States celebrated the 
groundbreaking of the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture on 
the National Mall in Washington, District of 
Columbia, which opened to the public on 
September 24, 2016: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) acknowledges that all people of the 

United States are the recipients of the 
wealth of history provided by Black culture; 

(2) recognizes the importance of Black His-
tory Month as an opportunity to reflect on 
the complex history of the United States, 
while remaining hopeful and confident about 
the path ahead; 

(3) acknowledges the significance of Black 
History Month as an important opportunity 
to commemorate the tremendous contribu-
tions of African Americans to the history of 
the United States; 

(4) encourages the celebration of Black 
History Month to provide a continuing op-
portunity for all people in the United States 
to learn from the past and understand the 
experiences that have shaped the United 
States; and 
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